Introduction
Leiomyoma of the upper gastrointestinal tract is a rare condition, most often discovered as an incidental finding at post-mortem with a frequency of 1.17%, the most common site being the stomach (0.95%), less commonly the oesophagus (0-22%) and only rarely the duodenum (Kavlie and White, 1972) . When leiomyoma of the duodenum presents clinically, the symptoms may be pain (Wilson et al., 1975) , acute or chronic bleeding (Wilson et al., 1975; Keighley and Pratt, 1976 The duodeno-jejunal junction was exposed and the lesion was completely removed with part of the duodenal wall, the defect being closed. The patient made an uneventful post-operative recovery. Pathology of the operative specimen (Fig. 1) showed the histological appearances of a spindle cell tumour of smooth muscle origin, foci of suppuration were present but there was no ulceration of the bowel mucosa. The pathological diagnosis was that of a benign leiomyoma which had undergone degeneration and infection; there was no evidence of malignancy.
Discussion
In the case described in this paper, a leiomyoma of the fourth part of the duodenum was discovered in a patient undergoing laparotomy and drainage of hepatic abscess. Pyogenic liver abscess is itself an uncommon condition in the United Kingdom, and may be associated with intra-abdominal sepsis such as appendicitis (Ranson et al., 1975) or diverticulitis (Wallack et al., 1976) , although Butler and McCarthy (1969) could find no primary site for the sepsis in just under 50/4 of the cases studied.
The evidence for a causal relationship between duodenal leiomyoma and hepatic abscess in the case described in this paper is difficult to refute. No other intra-abdominal site of sepsis was found at laparotomy and the oedema and adherence to the surrounding mesentery together with its proximity to the portal circulation, would seem to implicate the leiomyoma of the duodenum. Moreover, the histological appearances were those of degeneration with suppuration, and septicaemia has been reported following degenerating leiomyoma of the uterus (Kaufmann, Cooper and Cookson, 1974 
